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tion to involve the country, in civil war, if necessary, to
secure negro suffrage in the States and Radical ascendancy
in the General Government. Stanton, in great excitement,
repeatedly spoke of the Attorney-General of Louisiana and
the Mayor of New Orleans as pardoned Rebels who had
instigated the murder of the people in the streets of the
city, [said] that they were guilty of this terrible blood-
shedding.

Sheridan's dispatches are somewhat conflicting. Al-
though a brave and excellent officer, Sheridan lacks judg-
ment and administrative ability. He is impulsive, but his
intentions are honest and his first telegram was an honest
impulse. It struck me that he was tutored as regards the
others, either from Washington or by some one at New
Orleans duly advised.

Stanton is evidently in deep sympathy and concert with
the Radicals in this matter, though he studied to conceal it.
In striving to influence the President and prejudice him
against the authorities of New Orleans, he betrayed his
feelings.

There has been a story circulating in the newspapers that
a naval vessel had captured a slave-trader with a cargo of
negroes on board, which were being transported from the
South to Cuba. It was a manufactured rumor which came
from the Radical Freedmen's Bureau agents or tools.
Seward alluded to some information from Cuba to the
effect that they wanted none of our negroes on the island,
and in conversation growing out of his allusion, I men-
tioned the fabrication of a rumor of a captured slaver. I
saw at once that Stanton was disturbed. I mentioned that
I two or three months since instituted inquiries on infor-
mation communicated by the War Department, which I
found to be totally groundless. Stanton rose at once on his
feet and said the information came from General Foster. I
answered, yes; it was a rumor of negroes kidnapped at
Indian River, but our inquiries had satisfied us that the
rumors were without foundation.